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,Q�XQR�GHL�VDJJL�FRQFOXVLYL��GHGLFD�
WR�DO�UDJLRQDPHQWR�PRUDOH�H�ULSXE�
EOLFDWR� QHO� YROXPH� Sulla Morale 
Politica��5LFKDUG�0��+DUH�RVVHUYD�
FKH� L�©¿ORVR¿�VL�RFFXSDQR�VRSUDW�
WXWWR�GL�DUJRPHQWL��GL�FRPH�GLVWLQ�
JXHUH�TXHOOL�EXRQL�GD�TXHOOL�FDWWLYL��
H�SHU�IDUOR�GLVSRQJRQR�GL�WHFQLFKH�
SHFXOLDUL�FKH�ULHQWUDQR�WXWWH�TXDQ�
WH� LQ�VHQVR� ODWR�QHOOD� ORJLFDª���6H�
GLDPR� FUHGLWR� D� TXHVWD� YLVLRQH� GL�
+DUH�� XQ� EXRQ� VDJJLR� GL� ¿ORVR¿D�
PRUDOH�H�GL�HWLFD�DSSOLFDWD�GRYUHE�
EH�SURSRUUH�XQD�VHULH�GL�DUJRPHQWL�
EHQ� FRVWUXLWL�� FRQ� WHUPLQL� FKLDUD�
PHQWH�GH¿QLWL� H� SDVVDJJL� LQIHUHQ�
]LDOL� HVSOLFLWDWL�� ,QROWUH�� GRYUHEEH�
LQFOXGHUH� XQ¶DQDOLVL� FULWLFD� GHOOH�
SRVL]LRQL�SUHVHQWL�QHOOD�OHWWHUDWXUD��
HYLGHQ]LDQGRQH�PHULWL�� OLPLWL�� IDOOD�
FLH��DVVXQ]LRQL�GL�SDUWHQ]D�H�SRV�
VLELOL� LPSOLFD]LRQL�� ,Q� SDUWLFRODUH��
QHO�FDPSR�GHOO¶HWLFD�DSSOLFDWD��WDOH�
ODYRUR�GRYUHEEH�FRQVHQWLUH�DO� OHW�
WRUH�GL�ULÀHWWHUH�LQ�PRGR�SL��FKLDUR�
VX�TXHVWLRQL�SUDWLFKH�ULOHYDQWL�

,O� YROXPH� GL�'DYLGH�%DWWLVWL�� ³3UR�
FUHDWLYH� 5HVSRQVLELOLW\� DQG� $VVL�
VWHG� 5HSURGXFWLYH� 7HFKQRORJLHV´��
VRGGLVID�SLHQDPHQWH�TXHVWL�UHTXL�
VLWL�� DIIHUPDQGRVL� FRPH�XQ� FRQWUL�
EXWR� VLJQL¿FDWLYR� QHO� SDQRUDPD�
FRQWHPSRUDQHR�GHOO¶HWLFD�DSSOLFDWD�
H�GHOOD�ELRHWLFD��,O�WHPD�DIIURQWDWR�q�
GL�JUDQGH�DWWXDOLWj��HVSORUDUH�FRPH�
L� UHFHQWL� VYLOXSSL� GHOOH� WHFQRORJLH�
GL�SURFUHD]LRQH�PHGLFDOPHQWH�DV�
VLVWLWD� �$57V�� VWLDQR� DPSOLDQGR� H�
ULGH¿QHQGR� L� FRQ¿QL� GHOOD� UHVSRQ�
VDELOLWj� SURFUHDWLYD�� 1HJOL� XOWLPL�
GHFHQQL��OH�$57V�KDQQR�FRQRVFLX�
WR� XQD� UDSLGD� HYROX]LRQH�� PRGL¿�
FDQGR�SURIRQGDPHQWH� OH�SRVVLELOL�
Wj� ULSURGXWWLYH� H� VROOHYDQGR� QXRYL�
LQWHUURJDWLYL�WHRULFL�H�PRUDOL�

4XHVWR�VYLOXSSR�WHFQRORJLFR�FRP�
SUHQGH�XQD�YDVWD�JDPPD�GL�WHFQL�
FKH��TXDOL�OD�IHFRQGD]LRQH�LQ�YLWUR��
OD�GLDJQRVL�SUHLPSLDQWR�� L� WHVW�JH�
QHWLFL�SUHQDWDOL�� OD� WHUDSLD� IHWDOH�H�
OD�VRVWLWX]LRQH�PLWRFRQGULDOH��$OWUH�
WHFQRORJLH��FRPH�OD�JDPHWRJHQHVL�
LQ�YLWUR��O¶HGLWLQJ�GHO�JHQRPD�D�VFR�
SR�ULSURGXWWLYR��U*(��H�O¶HFWRJHQHVL�
±�RVVLD�OD�FDSDFLWj�GL�VYLOXSSDUH�XQ�
LQGLYLGXR�DO�GL�IXRUL�GHO�FRUSR�XPD�
QR�LQ�XQ�DPELHQWH�DUWL¿FLDOH�±�SR�
WUHEEHUR�DJJLXQJHUVL�QHO�SURVVLPR�
IXWXUR��/D�WHVL�JHQHUDOH�GL�%DWWLVWL�q�
FKH�TXHVWH� WHFQRORJLH�QRQ�VL� OLPL�
WDQR�DG�DPSOLDUH�OD�OLEHUWj�SURFUH�
DWLYD��PD�JHQHUDQR�QXRYH�UHVSRQ�
VDELOLWj�PRUDOL�FKH�GHYRQR�HVVHUH�
DQDOL]]DWH�H�LQWHJUDWH�LQ�XQ�TXDGUR�
WHRULFR�DQFRUD�LQ�IDVH�GL�VYLOXSSR�
,O�YROXPH�q�DUWLFRODWR�LQ�VHWWH�FDSL�
WROL�GHQVL�H�DSSURIRQGLWL��1HO�SULPR�
FDSLWROR��%DWWLVWL�RIIUH�XQD�UDVVHJQD�
GHOOH� SULQFLSDOL� $57V� DWWXDOPHQWH�

GLVSRQLELOL�H�GL�TXHOOH�LQ�IDVH�GL�VYL�
OXSSR��FRQ�XQ�IRFXV�VX�WHFQRORJLH�
HPHUJHQWL� FRPH� O¶HGLWLQJ� JHQRPL�
FR�H�O¶HFWRJHQHVL��,QROWUH��HVSOLFLWD�
DOFXQH�DVVXQ]LRQL�WHRULFKH�GL�EDVH�
FKH� GHOLPLWDQR� O¶LQGDJLQH� DO� WHPD�
FHQWUDOH� GHOOD� UHVSRQVDELOLWj� SUR�
FUHDWLYD�

1HO� VHFRQGR� FDSLWROR�� O¶DXWRUH� LQ�
WURGXFH� XQD� VHULH� GL� GH¿QL]LRQL� H�
GLVWLQ]LRQL� FRQFHWWXDOL� IRQGDPHQ�
WDOL�� SURSRQHQGR� XQD� WDVVRQRPLD�
RULJLQDOH� GHO� FRQFHWWR� GL� UHVSRQ�
VDELOLWj��,Q�SDUWLFRODUH��GH¿QLVFH�OD�
µUHVSRQVDELOLWj� SURFUHDWLYD¶� FRPH�
O¶LQVLHPH� GHL� GRYHUL� PRUDOL� GL� FR�
ORUR�FKH�VWDQQR�SHU�JHQHUDUH�XQD�
SHUVRQD� IXWXUD��$OO¶LQWHUQR� GL� TXH�
VWD� QR]LRQH�� GLVWLQJXH� SRL� WUD� µUH�
VSRQVDELOLWj� SURFUHDWLYD� JHQLWRULD�
OH¶��UHODWLYD�DJOL�REEOLJKL�PRUDOL�GHL�
JHQLWRUL�QHL�FRQIURQWL�GHO�QDVFLWXUR��
H�µUHVSRQVDELOLWj�ULSURGXWWLYD¶��FRQ�
FHUQHQWH�L�GRYHUL�PRUDOL�YHUVR�WHU]L�
R�� LQ� DOFXQL� FDVL�� YHUVR� OD� FROOHWWL�
YLWj��%DWWLVWL�VRWWROLQHD�FKH�WDOL�RE�
EOLJKL�QRQ�VRQR�DVVROXWL��PD�prima 
facie�� H� GHYRQR� HVVHUH� ELODQFLDWL�
FRQ� DOWUL� DVSHWWL� PRUDOPHQWH� ULOH�
YDQWL� QHO� FRQWHVWR� SURFUHDWLYR�� /D�
SDUWH�¿QDOH�GHO�FDSLWROR�q�GHGLFDWD�
D�XQD�GLVFXVVLRQH�VXO�FRQFHWWR�GL�
µGLVDELOLWj¶�� FUXFLDOH� SHU� YDOXWDUH� LO�
µGDQQR¶� ULVSHWWR� DG� DOFXQH� VFHOWH�
ULSURGXWWLYH�

,� VXFFHVVLYL� FDSLWROL� DIIURQWDQR� L�
GRYHUL�PRUDOL� GHL� IXWXUL� JHQLWRUL� LQ�
PRGR� DQDOLWLFR�� ,O� WHU]R� FDSLWROR�
q� GHGLFDWR� DO� µ3ULQFLSLR� GL� %HQH�
¿FHQ]D� 3URFUHDWLYD¶� �Principle of 
Procreative Beneficence�� 33%���
SURSRVWR� GD� 6DYXOHVFX� QHO� ������
6HFRQGR�TXHVWR�SULQFLSLR�� FKL�GH�
FLGH�GL�DYHUH�XQ�¿JOLR�KD�XQD�UDJLR�
QH�PRUDOH�VLJQL¿FDWLYD�SHU�VHOH]LR�
QDUH��WUD�L�SRVVLELOL�HPEULRQL��TXHOOR�
OD� FXL� YLWD� q� SUHYHGLELOPHQWH� PL�
JOLRUH�R�QRQ�SHJJLRUH�ULVSHWWR�DJOL�
DOWUL�� %DWWLVWL� DQDOL]]D� FULWLFDPHQWH�
LO� 33%�� PHWWHQGRQH� LQ� GLVFXVVLR�
QH� OD�YDOLGLWj� WHRULFD�H�PRVWUDQGR�
FRPH�HVVR�VL�EDVL�VX�XQ�FRQFHWWR�
GL�GDQQR�LPSHUVRQDOH�WLSLFR�GHOO¶X�
WLOLWDULVPR� WRWDOH�� 4XHVWR� LPSOLFD�
FKH� LO� 33%� DEELD�� GL� SHU� Vp�� XQD�
IRU]D�SUHVFULWWLYD�DVVDL� ULGRWWD� SHU�
FKL� QRQ� DVVXPH� WDOH� SURVSHWWLYD�
PHWD�HWLFD�� ,QYHFH� FKH�HVVHUH�XQ�
SULQFLSLR� XQLYHUVDOH� DO� TXDOH� WXWWL�
GRYUHEEHUR�TXLQGL�DQFRUDUH�OH�SUR�
SULH�VFHOWH�ULSURGXWWLYH��LQIDWWL��HVVR�
VL�DSSOLFD�VROR�QHO�FDVR�LQ�FXL�©SUR�
VSHFWLYH� SDUHQWV� DOUHDG\� ZDQW� WR�
IROORZ�LWV�SUHVFULSWLRQV�>«@�,Q�RWKHU�
ZRUGV�� 33%� SURSRQHQWV� GR� QRW�
SURYLGH�DQ\�UHDVRQV�IRU�FRPSO\LQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�PRGHO¶V�SUHVFULSWLRQ�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�VDWLVI\LQJ�SURVSHFWLYH�SDUHQW¶�
GHVLUHVª��
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1HO� TXDUWR� FDSLWROR��%DWWLVWL� SURSRQH�
XQD� SURVSHWWLYD�PRUDOH� EDVDWD� VXOOH�
FRQVHJXHQ]H� SHU� OH� SHUVRQH� DWWXD�
OL� �person-affecting morality�� FRPH�
SXQWR� GL� SDUWHQ]D� SHU� GLVFXWHUH� L�
GRYHUL� SURFUHDWLYL�� 4XHVWD� SURVSHW�
WLYD�YLHQH�DSSOLFDWD�DOO¶DQDOLVL�GL� WHF�
QRORJLH� FRPH� O¶HGLWLQJ� JHQRPLFR� H�
O¶HFWRJHQHVL��SRUWDQGR� O¶DXWRUH�D� IRU�
PXODUH� OD� µ*UHDWHU� 0RUDO� 2EOLJDWLRQ�
9LHZ¶��VHFRQGR�FXL�O¶DFFHVVR�D�QXRYH�
WHFQRORJLH� ULSURGXWWLYH� JHQHUD� QXR�
YL�REEOLJKL�PRUDOL�YHUVR� OD�SUROH��1HL�
FDSLWROL� VXFFHVVLYL�� O¶DXWRUH� HVSORUD�
XOWHULRUPHQWH�LO�UXROR�GHOOH�WHFQRORJLH�
QRQ�QHXWUDOL�ULVSHWWR�DOO¶LGHQWLWj�QXPH�
ULFD�GHO�QDVFLWXUR�H�DQDOL]]D�O¶REEOLJR�
PRUDOH��SHU� L�JHQLWRUL��GL�SRWHQ]LDUH�L�
SURSUL�¿JOL�PHGLDQWH�WHFQRORJLH�FRPH�
O¶U*(��%DWWLVWL�FRQFOXGH�FKH��QHO�FRQ�
WHVWR�DWWXDOH�� WDOL�REEOLJKL�QRQ�VXVVL�
VWRQR�� PD� SRWUHEEHUR� HPHUJHUH� LQ�
IXWXUL�FRQWHVWL�VRFLDOL�FDUDWWHUL]]DWL�GD�
QXRYH�QRUPH� FRRSHUDWLYH�� ,O� VHWWLPR�
FDSLWROR��LQ¿QH��DPSOLD�O¶DQDOLVL�FRQVL�
GHUDQGR�LO�UXROR�PRUDOH�GHOOH�LQWHQ]LR�
QL�H�GHOOH�DWWLWXGLQL�GHL�JHQLWRUL��VHQ]D�
DEEDQGRQDUH�XQ�IRFXV�SULPDULR�VXOOH�
SHUVRQH�DWWXDOL� FRPH� ULIHULPHQWR�HWL�
FR�IRQGDPHQWDOH�

1HO�FRPSOHVVR��LO�YROXPH�GL�%DWWLVWL�q�
ULOHYDQWH�SHU�DOPHQR�GXH�UDJLRQL�SULQ�
FLSDOL��,Q�SULPR�OXRJR��RIIUH�XQ�FRQWUL�
EXWR�SUH]LRVR�VLD�SHU�JOL�VSHFLDOLVWL�LQ�
PHGLFLQD�ULSURGXWWLYD��VLD�SHU�L�¿ORVR¿�
PRUDOL� H� JOL� VWXGLRVL� GL� ELRHWLFD�� IRU�
QHQGR�XQD�ULFRVWUX]LRQH�RUJDQLFD�GHO�
GLEDWWLWR�FRQWHPSRUDQHR�H�XQD�VHULH�
GL� VWUXPHQWL� FRQFHWWXDOL� XWLOL� SHU� DI�
IURQWDUH�OH�TXHVWLRQL�QRUPDWLYH�OHJDWH�
DOO¶HWLFD�GHOOD�ULSURGX]LRQH��,Q�VHFRQ�
GR� OXRJR�� LO� WHVWR�GLPRVWUD� L�PHULWL�GL�
XQ�DSSURFFLR�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDUH�FKH�LQ�
WHJUD�FRQRVFHQ]H�WHFQLFKH�DYDQ]DWH�
FRQ� XQD� ULÀHVVLRQH� ¿ORVR¿FD� ULJRUR�
VD��&RQWUR�XQD�YLVLRQH�GHOOD�ELRHWLFD�
OLPLWDWD�DO�FRPPHQWR�GHL�FDVL�FRQWUR�
YHUVL��%DWWLVWL� FL� LQYLWD�D�HVSORUDUH� LQ�
SURIRQGLWj�OH�LPSOLFD]LRQL�PRUDOL�GHOOH�
WHFQRORJLH� ULSURGXWWLYH�� FUHDQGR� XQ�
SRQWH� WUD�PHGLFLQD��JHQRPLFD�H�¿OR�
VR¿D�PRUDOH�� ,O� ULVXOWDWR� q� XQ¶DQDOLVL�
VFLHQWL¿FDPHQWH� IRQGDWD� H� LQWHOOHW�
WXDOPHQWH�VWLPRODQWH��FKH�UDSSUHVHQ�
WD�XQ�HVHPSLR�HFFHOOHQWH�GHOOD�PLJOLR�
UH�ULÀHVVLRQH�PRUDOH�FRQWHPSRUDQHD�

NOTE

���6FKXOW]�%���The Happiness Philos-
ophers. The Lives and Works of the 
great Utilitarians��3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVL�
W\�3UHVV��������H�GHOOR�VWHVVR�DXWRUH�
VL�YHGD�DQFKH��Henry Sidgwick - Eye 
of the Universe: An intellectual Biog-
raphy�� &DPEULGJH� 8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVV��
����� H� Utilitarianism and Empire��

HGLWHG�E\�%DUW�6FKXOW]�DQG�*HRUJLRV�
9DURX[DNLV��/H[LQJWRQ�%RRNV�������

���6FKXOW]�%���Utilitarianism as a way 
of life. Re-envisioning planetary hap-
piness, 3ROLW\�3UHVV��&DPEULGJH�DQG�
+RERNHQ��������S����. 


