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ABSTRACT

The name Cannabis sativa, com-
monly known as hemp, has a 
strong evocative power, arousing 
reactions ranging from attraction 
to rejection in contemporary west-
ern-cultured humans. This article 
discusses the use of one of hemp's 
extracts, the phytotherapeutic drug 
known as cannabidiol (CBD), which 
has no psychotropic effects, in vet-
erinary medicine. After a brief de-
scription of the endocannabinoid 
system, which is present in the body 
of a wide range of living beings from 
invertebrates to humans and is able 
to take up CBD, the effects of the 
herbal medicine on the behaviour 
of domestic dogs are discussed. To 
conclude with a remark on its use 
from a bioethical point of view: in 
the writer's opinion, there is nothing 
wrong with administering CBD to 
animals, as long as it is done under 
medical supervision. The fact that 
it has been classified as a phyto-
therapeutic medicine, and not as a 
drug, does not mean that it is not 
subject to regulation and does not 
authorise its indiscriminate use.
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