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ABSTRACT

The article reconstructs the ways 
in which the recent emergence 
and spread of the "new ecological 
awareness" is changing the image 
that mankind has of itself and of its 
relationships with the environment 
and other living beings. On this ba-
sis, the article argues for the need 
to overcome a purely anthropocen-
tric ethics, in the awareness that 
the extension of the ethical sphere 
beyond – and not against – man-
kind is the product of an evolution 
of self-awareness which is internal, 
rather than external, to mankind it-
self.
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