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ABSTRACT

How should a public scientist act 
when he is aware of scientific do-
cuments that conflict with the senti-
ment and ideology of some political 
groups? Must he publicly demon-
strate the conclusions he has re-
ached from reading hundreds of 
scientific articles even if these con-
tradict the beliefs of democratically 
elected representatives of the pe-
ople? How should a scientist and 
public employee interact with poli-
tics, the state, the media and public 
opinion? Who is really his reference 
interlocutor? This article tries to an-
swer these questions starting from 
the analysis of a recent dossier, 
drawn up on commission by six 
green MEPs, in which about twen-
ty European scientists are accused 
of having opinions in favor of plant 
genetic improvement for individual 
economic gain. Understanding the 
genesis and the limits of this dos-
sier, in fact, can help clarify some 
important aspects concerning the 
potential conflicts of interest not 
only of those who work in research, 
but also of those who exert pres-
sure on political decision-makers 
through lobbying.
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 Oltre la cortina fumogena. 
Gli interessi nascosti degli scienziati 
europei che fanno lobbying per la de-
regolamentazione degli organismi ge-
neticamente modificati
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