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ABSTRACT

Empathy towards the suffering of 
non-human animals and its transla-
tion into actions aimed at changing 
customs and laws is not a recent 
phenomenon, nor is it limited to 
specific regions of the world. In re-
cent decades, these actions have 
spread more rapidly than in the 
past, similar to what has happe-
ned to campaigns for human rights 
or in defense of the environment, 
obtaining important results. Eco-
nomic considerations and cultural 
blocks continue to slow down this 
process, but the recognition of ani-
mals as sentient beings continues 
to generate regulations and stan-
dards to protect animal welfare at 
international, regional and dome-
stic levels. The growth of animal 
rights awareness globally, together 
with the acknowledgment of animal 
welfare as an essential component 
of environmental and development 
policies, make the disappearance 
of many practices, including some 
farming systems, even more ur-
gent. Objections related to purely 
economic interests are to be con-
sidered anachronistic. The much 
that has been done so far must be 
a stimulus for the adoption of more 
ambitious decisions, in the interest 
of the animals but also as a neces-
sity for sustainable development.
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Massachusetts Body of Liberties
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degli Animali 

"

"

Protocollo sulla protezione ed il be-
nessere degli animali Trat-
tato di Amsterdam
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zionamento dell'Unione Europea
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Statutes Passed in the 
Parliaments Held in Ireland. Vol. 
1: 1310-1662
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