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ABSTRACT

The article reconstructs the genesis 
of different conceptions of techno-
logical, social and cultural progress 
that have occurred throughout hi-
story. In particular, the article shows 
how the concept of progress can be 
understood both in a positive per-
spective as a liberating force for in-
dividuals and societies, and in a ne-
gative sense, as a threat to existing 
structures and forms of life. On this 
basis, the text concludes by con-
trasting the typical attitude of the 
progressive to that of the conserva-
tive, identifying the root of their dif-
ference in a different, and more or 
less optimistic, attitude towards the 
future and, therefore, towards any 
promise of radical improvement of 
the present.
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